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THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
Statutory Instrument 281—1.
The Public Health (Building) Rules.
(Under sections 70 and 71 of the Act.)
PART I—PRELIMINARY.
1.

Citation.

These Rules may be cited as the Public Health (Building) Rules.
2.

Application.

(1) Subject to such exceptions and exemptions as are prescribed in
these Rules and as may be prescribed by the Minister by statutory instrument
and subject also to such exceptions and exemptions as have already been so
prescribed, these Rules shall apply to all—
(a) municipalities and towns;
(b) planning areas declared under the Town and Country Planning
Act;
(c) trading centres, within the meaning of the Trade (Licensing) Act;
(d) factories wherever situated;
(e) schools wherever situated, but excluding any building erected for
use as a school classified by the chief education officer as a
school of Primary VII standard or less and which is situated
outside the areas defined in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this
subrule;
(f) stores of an area exceeding 250 square feet used for the storage
of rat-attracting material as defined in the Public Health (Plague
Control) Rules;
(g) buildings of more than one storey wherever situated;
(h) public buildings and hospitals in areas other than those specified
in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this subrule, but excluding
buildings the walls of which are built in temporary materials.
(2) The Minister may, from time to time, by statutory instrument
apply all or any of these Rules to areas and buildings other than those
specified in subrule (1) of this rule.

(3) These Rules shall not apply to buildings of one storey in areas
subject to the Public Health (Grade II Building) Rules.
3.

Interpretation.

In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires—
(a) “arcade” means an open portico or gallery along the side of any
building or buildings, the roof of which is supported by pillars;
(b) “asphalt” means mastic asphalt of natural or artificial mixtures in
which the asphaltic bitumen is associated with inert mineral
matter;
(c) “base” applied to a wall means the underside of that part of the
wall which immediately rests upon the footings or foundation or
upon any plinth or bresummer or other structure by which the
wall may be carried;
(d) “basement” means any room which is more than one-third of its
height measured from the level of the floor below the surface of
any ground within 10 feet of the wall of the room, but which, as
regards light and ventilation, conforms with rules 175 and 179 of
these Rules;
(e) “block of flats” means a building other than a double dwelling,
special block of flats, or terrace of houses, of a minimum of two
storeys in height, designed to contain exclusively more than two
self-contained dwelling units and includes within its meaning the
provision of such facilities and accommodation for the
preparation and communal consumption of meals as may
ordinarily be required for the normal convenience of the
inhabitants of the block of flats;
(f) “British Standard” means a specification of the British Standards
Institution and includes a “British Standard Code of Practice”;
(g) “British Standard amendment” means an amendment published
by the British Standards Institution and amending any British
Standard;
(h) “building line” means a line drawn across a plot such that no
building or permanent structure, except a boundary wall or fence
of approved design enclosing the plot, may be within the area
contained between that line and the regular line of the street on
which the plot has frontage;
(i) “building of the warehouse class” means a warehouse, factory,
brewery or distillery, store or godown, and any building which
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